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CowboyStyle

Fromm Start to Finish, 2& by 34 inch oo comvas =
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ML HEIL 15 PROCF that artists see ther sur-
rowndings a lintle differently than most. Whike
riding on & ranch in Montann with friends. a
ainstorm rolled tn As the group took a huasdh
break, ane horsemian wasn't going to bet the rain deter him from
warming up hig hoese. As the cowboy rode, Helll was drawn to
tie hiorse
“The rain enharced the big, back, beautiful horse presence;”
she recalls. “His wet lide had Prssian-hlue and sibver highlights,
A s e wias wet, which formed hesare chumps of dark, black
hair and added to his powerful expression,
“That'’s what appeared on the outsacle, buit what wits o fan|
tor mrve was the power e exuded in his eves.”
As s I:."|a-1|;.'|| af the n.'rl!ml's-. creallve prooess, =||e |'\-|}::-I-::~__5.'..r.r|:-!|=1:|
the sceme, them took the insage and cropped it om her computer
until she achieved the perfiect conpostion far the painbng.
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Chice she transterred that imags to can-
vas, she painted a wash (diluted paint)
onta the anvas, emphasizing Rght and
dark shades. After that, the painting
came to life,

A prolific artist, Hell has a "batch”™ of
paintings in different stages in her Gyp-
suiny, Colorado, studio. Thes erables her
t take & break from one to work on an-
other, whicli keeps her creativity flowing
and her job enjovabde.

The artist is avspired by well-trained
horses. particularty hackamore and bri-
dle huorses, and appreciates the work and
refinement that goss into making a bridle
hiorse,

“It's like watching 2 ballet,” she says
YEwery rider has his or her oann signature,
and that’s really an art form in iself o
rie”

Heil was rassed outside of Cleveland,
Oy, and alwass engoyed family rips to
her grandparents” farm. Her mather was
an ariist and encourssed Heil’s creativity,

“She wouldn't buy me coloring books
when [was young, Heil says "She didat want me coloring inside
the bimes, She preferred that [ deaw v own pictures”

After high schiool, Heil was ame of six secipients of a full schol-
arship to study art ot Kent State University, She attended college
there for more than & ver, then transferved to the Cleveland
[mstitube of Art. When she graduated from there m 1973, with
4 double maper i paintineg and sbversmithing, she gathered her
belongings, including her dog, and bought a cne-wry ticket out
oof the Midwest

She landed in Coloradi, where she gof a job on a ranch near
Wolcott riding horses. A devoted horsemanship student, she
took every opportamnity she had 1o learn from the horsemen
who promoted the methods now referred to as natorad horse-
meAmEnip.

Heil began ver art career on Colorade’s Western Slope psnting
murals, many depicting Western scenes. She also was comanis-
sioned 1o pamt portradts. The creative restraints of commissions
eventially led o burmout, so she took a break to ride borses, train
stowch deses and get vaareied.

[ 2005, after 0 | 2-year hiatus from her art cirees, Hel came
back rejuvenated and painting stronger than ever. Sating her
sights high, she immediately applied to her first art exhibition,
thee Phippen Western Art Shan and Salle in Prescott, Arizoss, and
wias accehed,

Since then she has exhibited i several shaowes at which her aret
wits acelnimed, In 206006, she received secomd place in oils at the
Crratt Horse Classic in Grass Valley, Califormia, for a painting ti-
thed D Rircveng. At the 2008 Cowgirl Uip! shonw in Wickenburg,
Anzonn, her |:q.'li|1|.l|'l|:[ for Crend Fliorells, d.eplf_1|1|__5.1 A Fnian ri|.|ir|5 a
snaftle-bit horse horse, received the People’s Chodce Award. Her
work has alsa u'|:~:|:~5|'w:|. ol rel.|:|r||'|:|| T dgaines, such @ Fadvhle
Prooewix and Hocky Mowstwin Rider, as well ae on the cover of
Marti Bhck's Coli-Startmg DVEL
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Heil refers o her stvle as “impression-
Etic realism.” She doesn't let detail or a
structured color palette restrict her cre-
ativity. She paints what she feels, leaving
areas soft. boose and painterly, whileadd
b razor-sharp details to other areas o
strengthen a painting, Looking at one of
Hedl's paintings can be deceptive. From a
distanse, her work nppears almast pho-
tographically realistic, but step in a Litde
closer amd yvou'll sse loose brushstrokes
and deamatic use of color and light to
evizke moverment and emofon,

"My inspiration for a painting often
comes from contrasting light dancing
of & dynamac subject,” she explains
“When this oceurs, | have the basic in-
gredients needed to credte an immage”

Through the venrs, Heil has enter-
tained the idea of pursuing other pro-
fessions, including sibersmithing, bui
gtill has so many avenues in ker ast she
wants to explore, She recenthy has added
wildlife paintings to her predominamntly
eqquine portfolio

“l Painting wildlife] has been a breath
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of fresh air” she says “1 want to keep
aroswing and doing different things asan
artist so Fdon't become stagnant, But 1)
abways stay [in the Western genre] be-
cause its where my heart is, and it's what
[ enpo”

Besides painting, Hell continues 1o
fide hogses and train ler Border Col-
hies, amd aspires to work her dogs from
horsebrack. For ler edth birtladay, she re-
cetved a ool that she's training. She and
her Bustand, Steve Howard, also help
frismets and meighbors gather and brand
their cattle, which provides inspiration
for new paintings

“I beliewe horses are the most beauti-
ful, maestic crenturss,” she says *To see
one at work and the powerful expression
in its eves just chokes me up. [ believe art
is tey b empoved, and of [ have to think of
oe tokive toparnt, it be for someone
to efpoy & painting and slare the emo-
tion 1 feel for it”

Hsal's artwork is represented at Black-

hawk Gallery in Sarmtoga, Wyoming For
e dnformation, visit monheiloon, @
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pabnting. riding horses anpd tradning bar
Baorder Coltles.
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Atwood Ranch Naturally
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coaching. Select from a pre-screened group of yeung horses all of whom

hawe solikd foundation traln . Bypass the stress and guesswork and start

enjoying your horse time,
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